
EEaasstteerrnn  TTeexxttiilleess  ooff  BBhhuuttaann::
AA  WWeeaavveerr’’ss  JJoouurrnneeyy

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1188--2288,,  22001122

WWiinntteerr  iiss  aa  ttiimmee  ooff  wweeaavviinngg  aanndd  EEaasstteerrnn  wwoommeenn  aarree  BBhhuuttaann’’ss  mmoosstt  cceelleebbrraatteedd  wweeaavveerrss..
EExxpplloorree  tthhee  rreemmoottee  EEaasstteerrnn  rreeaacchheess  ooff  BBhhuuttaann  wwhheerree  sshhuuttttlleess  aanndd  lloooommss  mmaakkee  ddaaiillyy
mmuussiicc  aanndd  ccllootthh  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  pprreecciioouuss..    SSeett  iinn  tthhee  aassttoonniisshhiinngg  llaannddssccaappee  ooff  tthhee
HHiimmaallaayyaass,,  BBhhuuttaann’’ss  EEaasstteerrnn  SShhaarrcchhoopp  ppeeooppllee’’ss  ggeenneerroouuss  aanndd  ffuunn  lloovviinngg  wwaayyss  wwiillll
wwaarrmmllyy  wweellccoommee  yyoouu..  AAtttteenndd  aa    ttrraaddiittiioonnaall,,  ccoolloorrffuull  ssaaccrreedd  ffeessttiivvaall  iinn  MMoonnggaarr..
OOvveerrnniigghhtt  iinn  aa  wweeaavveerr’’ss  ffaarrmmhhoouussee  iinn  tthhee  vviillllaaggee  ooff    KKhhoommaa..  EExxppeerriimmeenntt  wwiitthh  vveeggeettaabbllee
ddyyeess  iinn  RRaaddii..  OOuurr  gguuiiddeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEaasstt  hhaavvee  ddeeeepp  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  llooccaall  llaanngguuaaggee,,
tteexxttiillee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  aanndd  ccuullttuurree..



DDaayy  11  ::  GGuuwwaahhaattii,,  IInnddiiaa    ddrriivvee  ttoo    SSaammddrruupp  JJoonnggkkhhaarr,,  BBhhuuttaann  ::  33  ttoo  44  hhoouurrss  //  111100
kkiilloommeetteerrss    Leave Guwahati’s International Airport, drive through the colorful city of

Guwahatti and along Assam’s plains and enter Bhutan at Samdrup Jongkar. Overnight.

DDaayy  22::  SSaammddrruupp  JJoonnggkkhhaarr  ttoo  KKhhaalliinngg    WWeeaavviinngg  CCeennttrree    ttoo  TTaasshhiiggaanngg
66  ttoo  77  hhoouurrss    //  118800  kkiilloommeetteerrss     After breakfast, your journey into Bhutan begins with

a gentle climb up the valley to Deothang once a technical engineering collage,  now  it has
moved to Puntsholing.  Next stop along our way is Wamrong, subdistrict headed by Drungpa.
Soon we’ll reach  Khaling  and  Sherubtshe Collage .  Khaling  National Handloom
Development Project is one of several royal government initiatives to stimulate weaving as a
national art and a source of livelihood for women. Wild silk yarn imported from Assam is dyed
with vegetable colors and synthetic dyes. Khaling silk is sought after by Thimphu women for
their own weavings.  On to the small eastern town of Tashigang, home to the Sharshop
peoples where we overnight.

DDaayy  33  ::  TTaasshhiiggaanngg  ttoo    MMoonnggaarr::  44  ttoo  55  hhoouurrss  //  112233  kkiilloommeetteerrss..
An early  morning visit to Tashigang Dzong , a beautiful monastic fortress built in 1667

that overlooks Drangme and Gamri rivers.  Afterwards drive through chir pines  up the “Yadi
Loops” a series of switchbacks to Korila Pass , altitude 7,752ft  where we’ll stop to catch the
clear crisp air and hear the flutter of prayer flags. Drop again through rhododendrons and
blue pines to arrive  in Mongar. Overnight .

DDaayy    44..  MMoonnggaarr  ttoo    LLhhuueennttssee  ttoo  KKhhuurrbbaazzaamm,,    7766  kkiilloommeetteerrss  33  hhrrss  ddrriivvee..  HHiikkee  ttoo
KKhhoommaa    vviillllaaggee::  22  hhrrss..    HHoommee  ssttaayy

Drive to Lhuentse, the original home of Bhutan’s royal family in the remote and ancient region
of Kurtoe. It’s a  dramatic trip along side cliffs above a river valley . Visit Lhuentse Dzong built
in 1600’s. We’ll take a  gentle hike, about 2 hours, from Khurbazam to Khoma village where
“kushutara”  or brocaded dress weavers practice their intricate art. Almost all 30 houses in the
village have backstrap looms.  Motifs are created by four supplementary wefts interworked
around the warp elements so that they appear to ride the surface of the cloth like embroidery.
Spend the night in a local weaver’s  home and experience the tradition of kind Bhutanese
hospitality. 

DDaayy  55::  HHiikkee  ttoo  LLhhuueennttssee  ,,  ddrriivvee  ttoo    MMoonnggaarr
2 hour hike,  76 kilometers 3 hrs drive
Breakfast in the village and a leisurely hike out and return to Mongar.  Afternoon to

relax.  Delicious local food and hot showers await us in Mongar Hotel.



DDaayy  66    MMoonnggaarr  TTsseecchhuu  ((FFeessttiivvaall  ))
A highlight of the tour will be Mongar’s annual local festival. Mingle with Eastern

Bhutanese people in Mongar to intimately share and appreciate their culture and sacred
ceremonies.  Bhutanese love to socialize, joke, play and consume betel-nut and alcohol which
helps them join in the spirit of the celebration.  Family picnics cover the festival grounds.  Amid
a swirl of color, to commemorate Guru Rimpoche’s great deeds, religious dances are
performed by monks and laymen dressed in religious costumes and masks.  Local Bhutanese
attend with the most joyous of spirits. You’ll see beautiful weavings as women wear their finest
kiras and  men their best ghos.

DDaayy  77  MMoonnggaarr  ttoo  TTaasshhiiggaanngg    vviiaa  GGoommpphhuu  KKoorraa  ..
Continuing East to reach Tashigang, drive through Korila Pass and Yadi. Today’s
drive climbs gradually with scenic views of scattered villages, winding up  through

rhododendrons and blue pine forests up again to  Kori La pass, altitude  7,752 ft. then back
through the Yadi Loops to Tashigang. Short side trip to visit historical site of  Gomphu Kora,
and continue towards Tashigang. Rest and overnight.

DDaayy  88  TTaasshhiiggaanngg  ttoo  RRaammjjaarr  vviillllaaggee
Today we'll take a one hour drive to the village of Ramjar, a small Sharshop village.
 Home of Sacred Himalaya Travel's  family and friends we'll be warmly welcomed into

our simple, traditional house to overnight.  While there we may help brew Ara, the local rice
whiskey, or cook a delicious batch of  Zao, puffed fried rice served traditionally with butter tea.
  Visit our weaving friends up the hill to more deeply understand local textile skills and
techniques. Overnight and wake to the calls of laughing thrush.  

DDaayy  99..  RRaammjjaarr  ttoo  RRaannggjjuunngg::,,  vviissiitt  RRaaddiiii  ::  RRaaww  ssiillkk  wweeaavveerrss  aanndd  vveeggeettaabbllee  ddyyeess  ..
OOvveerrnniigghhtt  aatt  RRaannggjjuunngg  MMoonnaasstteerryy  ..    1166  kkmm  //  4455  mmiinnuutteess
Travel to Ranjung , After  checking into  the Guesthouse  at the Rangjung Monastery,

we’ll have refreshments then drive to Radhi village around 1/2 hr drive to the upper village. We
can see lots of raw silk weaving (Bura) as Radhi is  famous for producing  beautiful
supplementary warp patterned fabrics or “aikapur”  and  Raw silk “ bura “the most popular,
prestigious textiles made in NE Bhutan.  Woven of cotton, wild silk or cultivated silk in five
color combinations these textiles are so admired weavers who knew this technique were once
retained by noble households.  Prized for generations aikapur cloth has been saved for
special occasions. If possible, with the help of local weavers, experiment with  vegetable dyes.
In the  evening, around 5pm,  back to the Guest house to attend the evening prayers and
chanting of  monks at the monastery. Overnight at the  Guest house is very quiet and pleasant.



 DDaayy    1100    RRaannggjjuunngg  vviiaa  TTaasshhiiggaanngg  ttoo  SSaammddrruupp  JJoonnggkkhhaarr
  66  ttoo  77  hhoouurrss  //  118800  kkiilloommeetteerrss
 Next day we’ll drive from Rangjung to Samdrup Jongkhar via Tashigang.  Rangjung to

Tashigang is 16 km. . Leaving Tashigang,  drive  alongside  Drangme Chhu river to Cha Zam,  to
arrive at Gomkora, a lovely small lhakhang tucked in a river valley. Gomkora , a  sacred
meditation site of Guru Rimpoche, Bhutan’s beloved 8th century saint who introduced
Nyingma Buddhism to Bhutan. He meditated here and left a body impression on a rock in the
8th century.  Onward drive to Samdrup Jongkhar to overnight..

DDaayy  1111..  SSaammddrruupp  JJoonnggkkhhaarr  ttoo  GGuuwwaahhttii..  FFllyy  ttoo  BBaannggkkookk..
33  ttoo  44  hhoouurrss  //111100  kkiilloommeetteerrss..
 After breakfast , leave Bhutan to drive along Assam’s plains to the colorful city of

Guwahati, India . After lunch arrive to Guwahati’s International Airport for your onward
destinations. We hope you’ll carry this gentle kingdom in your heart . May it bring peace to you
and others.  Have a safe journey home.

TTAASSHHII    DDEELLEEKK

For  Trip  Costs and  details please contact Wendy Erd :
wendy@sacredhimalayatravel.com, or

wendyerd@gmail.com


