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A Weaver’s Journey
November 18-28, 2012

Winter is a time of weaving and Eastern women are Bhutan’s most celebrated weavers.
Explore the remote Eastern reaches of Bhutan where shuttles and looms make clailg
music and cloth is considered Prccious. Setinthe astonisl’:ing lanclscapc of the
Himalagas, Bhutan’s Eastern Sharcl':op Pcoplc’s generous and fun |oving ways will
warmlg welcome you. Attend a traditional, colorful sacred festival in Mongar.
Ovcrnigl'lt in a weaver’s farmhouse in the vi"agc of Khoma. ExPcrimcnt with vcgctablc
dgcs in Radi. Our guidcs from the East have dceP knowlcdgc of their local Ianguagc,

textile traditions and culture.



@ Dag I: Guwahati, India drive to SamdruP Jongkhar, Bhutan : 3to4 hours /1o
} kilometers Leave Guwahati’s International AirPort, drive through the colorful city of
Guwahatti and along Assam’s Plains and enter Bhutan at Samclrup Jongkar. Overnight.

@ Day 2: SamclruP Jonglchar to Khaling Weaving Centre to Tashigang

5 6to7 hours /180 kilometers After brealmcas’c, 3ourjoumeg into Bhutan begins with
a gentle climb up the va”eg to Deothang once a technical engjneering, co“agc, now it has
moved to Puntsholing. Next stop afong our way is Wamrong, subdistrict headed bg Drungpa.
Soon we'll reach Kha!ing and Sherubtshe Co”age . Khaling National Handloom
Deve[opment Project is one of several royal government initiatives to stimulate weaving as a
national art and a source of livelihood for women. wild silk yarn imPortecl from Assam is clged
with vegetable colors and sgnthetic clges. Kha[ing silk is sought after !:)3 Thimphu women for
their own Weavings. On to the small eastern town of Tashigang, home to the Sharshop

PCOPICS Wl’ﬁCI‘C we overnight.

Dag 3. Tashigangto Mongar: 4 to 5 hours /123 kilometers.

An car19 morning visit to Tashigang Dzong , a beautiful monastic fortress built in 1667
that overlooks Drangme and Gamri rivers. Afterwards drive through chir Pincs up the “Yadi
LooPs” a series of switchbacks to Korila Pass | altitude 7,752ft where we’ll stop to catch the
clear crisP air and hear the flutter of prayer ﬂags. Drop again throug]ﬂ rhododendrons and

blue Pines to arrive in Mongar. Ovemight .

Dag 4. Mongar to Lhuentse to Khurbazam, 76 kilometers 3 hrs drive. Hike to
} Khoma vi“agc: 2 hrs. Home stag

Drive to Lhuentse, the origina] home of Bhutan’s roga[ Fami!g in the remote and ancient regjon
of Kurtoe. It's a dramatic triP along side cliffs above a river va”eg . Visit Lhuentse Dzong built
in1600’s. We'll take a gentle hike, about 2 hours, from Khurbazam to Khoma vi”age where
“kushutara” or brocaded dress weavers Practice their intricate art. Almost all 30 houses in the
vi”age have backstrap looms. Motifs are created bg four supplementarg wefts interworked
around the warp elements so that theg appear to ride the surface of the cloth like embroiclerg.
SPencl the night in alocal weaver’s home and exPerience the tradition of kind Bhutanese

hospitalitg.

2 hour hike, 76 kilometers 3 hrs drive
Breakfast in the vi“age and a leisurelg hike out and return to Mongar. Afternoon to

@ Dag 5: Hike to Lhuentse , drive to Mongar
{5

relax. Delicious local food and hot showers await us in Mongar Hotel.



el Day 6 Mongar Tsechu (Festival)
& A high!ight of the tour will be Mongar’s annual local festival. Ming!e with Eastern

Bhutanese People in Mongar to intimatcly share and aPPreciate their culture and sacred
ceremonies. Bhutanese love to socialize,joke, Plag and consume betel-nut and alcohol which
hell:)s themjoin in the sPirit of the celebration. F‘amilg Picnics cover the festival grouncls. Amid
a swirl of color, to commemorate Guru Rim[:)oche’s great deeds, religious dances are
PerFormecl bg monks and lagmen dressed in religious costumes and masks. Local Bhutanese
attend with the mostjogous of sPirits. You'll see beautiful weavings as women wear their finest

kiras and men their best ghos.

Day 7 Mongar to Tashigang via GomPhu Kora.
@ Continuing East to reach Tashigang, drive throug}w Korila Pass and Yadi. Toclag’s
drive climbs graclua”g with scenic views of scattered vi”ages, wincling up through
rhododendrons and blue Pine forests up againto KorilLa pass, altitude 7,752 ft. then back
through the Yadi Loops to Tashigang. Short side triP to visit historical site of Gomphu Kora,

and continue towards Tashigang. Rest and ovemight.

Day 8 Tashigang to Ramjar vi“agc
@ Toclag we'll take a one hour drive to the vi”age of Ramjar, a small Sharshop vi”age.
- Home of Sacred Hima[aga Travel's Familg and friends we'll be warmlg welcomed into
our simple, traditional house to ovemight. While there we may help brew Ara, the local rice
whiskeg) or cook a delicious batch of Zao, Pmcxcecl fried rice served traclitiona”g with butter tea.
Visit our weaving friends up the hill to more deeplg understand local textile skills and
techniclues. Overnight and wake to the calls of laughing thrush.

Day 9. Ramjar to Rans:ung:J visit Radii : Raw silk weavers and vcgctablc clycs .
nE) Ovcmig}\t at Rang’ung Monastery . 16 km / 45 minutes

Travel to Ranjung, After chccking into the Guesthouse at the Rangjung Monastery,
we’ll have refreshments then drive to Radhi vi”age around 1/2 hr drive to the upper vi”age. We
can see lots of raw silk weaving (Bura) as Radhiis famous for Proclucing beautiful
supplementarg warp Patternecl fabrics or “aika[:)ur” and Raw silk “ bura “the most Pol:)ular,
Prestigious textiles made in NE Bhutan. Woven of cotton, wild silk or cultivated silk in five
color combinations these textiles are so admired weavers who knew this technic]ue were once
retained bg noble households. Prized for generations aikaPur cloth has been saved for
sPecial occasions. If Possible, with the helP of local weavers, exl:)eriment with vegetable clyes.
Inthe evening, around 5Pm, back to the Guest house to attend the evening prayers and
chanting of monks at the monastery. Overnight atthe Guest house is very quiet and Pieasant.



Dag 10 Rangungwa Tashlgangto Samclrup Jongkhar
6 to 7 hours /180 kilometers

Next clag we’'ll drive from Rangjung to Samdru[:) Jongkhar via Tashigang. Rangjung to
Tashigang is 16 km. . Leaving Tashigang, drive alongsicle Drangme Chhu river to Cha zam, to
arrive at Gomkora, a [ovelg small Ihakhangtucked inariver va”eg. Gomkora , a sacred
meditation site of Guru Rimpoche, Bhutan’s beloved 8th century saint who introduced
Nyingma Buddhism to Bhutan. He meditated here and left a boclg imPression on arock in the
gth century. Onward drive to Samclrul:) Jongkhar to overnig[ﬁt..

!(D\ Dag il Samclrup Jonglchar to Guwahti. FIH to banglcolc
Wl Sto4 hours /110 kilometers.

After breakfast s leave Bhutan to drive along Assam’s Plains to the colorful citg of

Guwahati, India . After lunch arrive to Guwahati’s International Air[:)ort for your onward

destinations. We I’IOPC you’” carry this gen’cle king&orn in your heart . May it bring peace to you

and others. Have a saFejourneg home.
TASHI DELEK

For Tri[:) Costs and details Please contact chclg Erd:

wcnclu@sacre&himalauatravcl.com, or

wcncluerc!@gmail.com




